
 A WEEK OF CHANGE IN HUNGARY 
 

  The Refugee crisis unfolding in Eastern Europe over the last few weeks 

has been broadcast around the world. OM Hungary has been one of 

many mission teams throughout the region that have stepped in and 

bought what relief they can to a very hard situation.  

  When confronted by the overwhelming sights and the numbers you 

read about in the news and see on your TV screens you can often think 

its just to much; what can I do? Alone we cant make a difference, but    

ministering together we can make a  difference. OM Hungary saw a 

working out of this as we took the Bus4Life ministry vehicle to down 

town Budapest, serving hot drinks, snacks and give out hygiene        

packages, we worked alongside national and expats team members of 

East European Mission and Reach Global. 

   Over 2 days (7th & 8th.Sept.) we served hundreds of people in and 

around the area of the Keleti Train Station in Budapest. Each and every 

person we served coffee was very grateful for the love we showed in the 

midst of their very difficult situation. There was nothing like level of 

numbers over the previous week, with thousands leaving on buses on 

Saturday, but this made it possible for us to have many personal         

conversations with people encouraging and showing them we care. With 

many of the people we had the privilege of praying with them as well. 
 

 FUTURE MINISTRY PLANS 
 

  Partnering continues with different organisations as we look to how we 

can most effectively reach those in need, not just for the immediate    

situation, but for the long term as the weather turns cold and winter    

approaches.  

  At the moment of writing this update it looks as though the most needy 

area is shifting from the city of Budapest to the border area between 

Hungary and Serbia. There have been meetings between Churches and  

Mission leaders to coordinate the best way forward during what seems 

to be a daily changing scenario, with a team member visiting the area 

with other mission partners to see on the ground what the ministry     

possibilities and needs are. 

  We are also very mindful that the Hungarian Government is bringing in 

new legislation next week to deal with the refugee situation and as yet 

we do not know how this will affect our ability to minister in the        

different  areas.  

 

OM Hungary reaches out in a time of  need. 

 Sept. 2015 

Refugee  crisis in Hungry 



Please Pray. 

- For wisdom for the leadership of OM Hungary and the partnering agencies, the decisions they are 

making regarding the refugee crises and how to respond in a timely and  effective manner. For    

flexibility as the situation changes every day. 

- For the long tern plans as we seek to meet the needs in the changing weather and as winter 

comes. 

- For the start of visits to the refugee camp at Bicske and being salt and light in the midst of their 

darkness. For  the different teams activities with both adults and children, that we will have the vol-

unteers needed for effective ministry 

- We praise God that we have an open door to share the gospel with these people. Pray for wisdom 

and sensitivity as we share the hope of Jesus in the midst of their difficult situations. 

 BICSKE REFUGEE CAMP MINISTRY  
 

  Refugee ministry however, is not new to the OM Hungary team. As a 

team we have already been partnering with a local church in Refugee 

Ministry visiting a local refugee camp for the last 4 years. Twice a 

month we take a group of volunteers to the Bicske Refugee Camp.  

  Volunteers split into small groups to teach Hungarian, English and 

German, others do a small children’s program, with a parent or two 

helping with translation, often into 2 or 3 languages. The men play 

football with the guys and hang out talking to them, while ladies visit 

the families in their home to offer a listening ear and showing        

friendship to the women and children.  

  We also have and growing  ministry to the refugees as they move into 

Budapest,  settle in and try to make a new life for themselves.  

Our first visit back after the summer break is next Monday 24th. Sept.   

We have spoken to the social worker there on site and she reports that 

the situation there is also very fluid. Things are changing every day 

with numbers fluctuating between 300—500  up to 1,000 people.   

   

SUPPORT NEEDS AND HOW TO DONATE 
   

  A number of people have been in touch to ask how they can help    

support our refugee ministry in light of the growing needs not just here 

in Hungary but throughout the whole of Europe.  

  In the coming months  as the weather gets colder we anticipate the 

need for blankets, winter shoes and coats in all sizes and warm winter 

clothing.  We may also be helping partner ministries with mattresses 

and bedding for temporary shelters. 

  As a Europe wide response OM European Leadership has set up a 

fund number to co-ordinate the fundraising and resourcing of the needs 

for OM  as we minister in the region. 

  You can donate through the OM office in your own country and 

quote the number  ID; K14708  European Refugee Ministry. 

 

 If you have any other questions about any of the refugee ministries 

mentioned in this update you can also contact me directly at 

jill.hitchcock@om.org 

   

Thank you for your prayers for all of the OM Hungary team during 

this time. 


